INTERVIEW

How to Raise Your Children in
the Age of the Media

By Barbara Middleton

Archbishop John Foley is ar news programs and dramatic pro-
American who heads the Vatica grams, and how they are written.
office in charge of all media matters To have critical analysis of such
called the Council for Social Com programming so that the young
munications. We all know that thg people will be critical —eonstruc-
media contains all sorts of informa tively critical — consumers of the
tion and imagery that can be harmfu media and not merely couch pota-
and we asked the archbishop to tg toes.
with us about how parents can rai What are your biggest concerns
their children in such a world. in terms of how the media are

—The Editor affecting society?
J. Rrrick FoLey: First of all |

rchbishop Foley, what ad think our commercial media in the
A vice do you have for United States encourage people to
Catholic families trying to be consumers. Merely consumers.

raise children in the “medig | think that's dangerous because it

agle‘:? - . giv'?s ;?eopleta ma_terj[alistic philqsl—

RCHBISHOPJOHN PATRICK FOLEY: ophy. I'm not against commercia

Of course, the traditional words o media but | think commercial
advice: good example in the hom media should be regulated by the
daily prayer, forming children in Federal Communications Com-
prayer. mission, certainly in the number of

But in regards to media, | would minutes they can devote to com-
think it would be best to not havs mercial announcements, and then
radio or television on during the to the requirement for public ser-
evening meal. First of all, to ge vice time which would also
everybodytogetherfor the evening include religious programming.
meal, and to not have radio or telev U.S.Archbishop John P.Foley, president of the Pontifical | think that materialism and sec-
sion on at that time and to discus C°“”°"f°rii’/cl'gbﬁﬁg‘;]‘gﬂgféfé‘;i'r?trﬁst\f;‘é‘;ﬁBe”ed"’t ularism, as our present Holy
what everyone has done during tt (NSphoto) Father, Benedict XVI, has warned
day. Then to make sure that the pro- us, can be fostered in many ways

grams you watch at home are good programs, with gooldy commercial radio and television.

content, and if you have cable television — certainly don't How does your office keep up to date with media tech-
subscribe to any channel which would have objectionabl@ology and how is the Church using this new technology to
content. reach the people through the media?

Then, | would say | would have parents assign their chil- J. RTrick FoLEY: It's interesting to note that the Church
dren to see certain programs and then to get them to discusss the first to use movable type in regard to Gutenberg’s
the content of those programs together, because there a@éle, so that was a real breakthrough several hundred years
some very good programs on, but there’s also a lot of trashgo. Then you have the fact that Marconi, the inventor of
on television. | would also think it would be good for par- radio, started Vatican Radio, so we were in at the beginning
ents to make sure their childrezad, and that can be done there. The Vatican was one of the first 13 signatories of the
in cooperation with the schools. Itelsat Treaty for television.

| also think it's important for parents to encourage media The Vatican actually had television capability before
education classes in schools — schools have classes abdtially did, but it wasn't able to use it because there was
literature, why don'’t they have classes about radio and telexobody able to receive the programming. That was before
vision? How radio and television programs are put togethesatellite, but now the Vatican has its own TV center which
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is able to transmit programming all
over the vorld. We sav that with the
death and funeral of Pope JohauP

of Pope Benedict XVI.We hae
L'Osservatoe Romanothe Vaticans
newspaper with its wery ‘aluable
weekly editions in &rious languages,
which is a ery helpful documentation
service. | knav | personally iled to
get theVatican domain for internet

In terms of using the mass media Yarelize what can
we learn fom the writings ofghn Rl 11?
J. RTrICK FOLEY: Well, the lasApostolic Letter he wrote

Il. And the election and inauguration was on communications, calldte Rapid Deelopment]

would hope that manpeople vould study that particular
apostolic letter and learn what he hatei@d us as a chal
lenge in hav to use communications better in the service
the Church and of thEruth. That was wverlooked by a num

ber of people because it came out in February 2(
between his te hospitalizations. In 2004, he told me |
wanted to do something on this andexskne when it wuld

which is “dotVA” and the people who control the internetbe a good time, and | said, “Before our plenary meétir

wanted to gie us “dot IT for Italy, and | said, “W&'re not
in Italy, we're an independent countrand the said what
about “dot og?” | said, “We are an @anization bit were
more than just an ganization, we’e a Church that also

The plenary meeting for the Poittél Council for Social
Communications was at the kginning of March, so this
came out in February 2005, spéfly on communications
— the last major document Pope JolaulRl wrote. | was

happens to be eountry— the only Church that happens to pleasantly surprised to regeiit, to think that he auld hare

be a country So we fnally got “dotVA” and the impor
tance of that is that gthing that comes from “ddfA” you

this on his mind amidst his iliness. Iveathe original cop
signed by him and the preparatoryxtgewith his evn cor

can be assured is authentic. Because there are a lot-of pexttions, so thgére precious relics of a truly great Popes |

ple who use domain namesdiKCatholic” or &en “Vati-
can” and thg're not authentic, tlyeeven put pornograph
under those namesutif you see “dotvA” domain, you
know it's authentic. | thought thatas etremely important
for the Church.

We also started —ven before internet — the Informa
tion Network for the Church in LatiAmerica.This is a net
work of computers throughout Latlkmerica, to be a source

important to note that in all the documents our council
done, we emphasize three principles. First, communicat
media should alays tell the truth. Second, theshould
respect the dignity of the human person, and thitudes
pornograpk, which involves the rploitation of the human
person and not respecting the dignity of the human per,
And the third is that the communications media shouldesg
the common good.

of unity for the Church in that continent with the Holy See One last question.ohn Raul Il was instrumental in
in Rome.And of course, we promote Catholic communica launding theVatican websiteHas this been a useful toc

tions actvity around the wrld. A lot of people in the Unit
ed States dohknow that the lagest radio netark in Por
tugal is Catholic, which helped to prent a Communist
takeover in Portugl in the 1970sThe second Igest radio
network in Spain is Catholic, the Igest telgision station in
Chile is Catholic and you ke five Catholic teleision net
works in Brazil and three of them national —otwegional.

not only for clegy and for Catholics aund the world, bt
for othess intelested in learning about the Catholic faith?
J. RTRICK FOLEY: Yes, of courséAs | said, you are guar
anteed to get authentic information from Wegican web
site. They haven't put theCatedism of the Catholic Chadhn
on the website because of problems withyeigiht which

we are still trying to wercome for some strange reason.

You have 44 Catholic radio stations in the Philippines. So think that would be helpful to hae on the websit&.here are

think we could go on and on withkamples of what the
Church is doing in communications around tharld; and

mary things on the website which are of great use.
| think it's more important for local bishopsinferences

the Church in the United States is not the leader in that aremd local dioceses to put material on their websites

How important is it for thevatican to be imolved in
media issues in terms of standing waast the Cultug of
Death?

J. RTRrICK FOLEY: Of course we try to ark to hare moral

encourage intercommunication, becausei@isly here at
theVatican, its impossible for us to deal with theaéanche
of e-mail that arsies from around the ovid.

So it's very important for local dioceses and nation

regulation of the media.df example, we cooperate with the bishops’conferences to be able tdafthings, and be able

United States Conference of Bishops in their appeals to therespond on a localMel to these lgitimate inquiries of so
FCC to require more public service broadcasting whicmary people. Because the Church is basically local,
would include religious broadcasting, and more free timahen people respond to the truth about Jesus Chrigtrah
for religious broadcasting — that has been damayawith  also hoping to become members of a community
in the “de-rgulation” of the media, so you e a graving  believers.

concentration of wnership and you & a diminishing So while its important that we lva material, authentic
requirement for those who are aetin the media, and that’ information here, for people who may be isolated — wh
tragic because the aiames are a public trust, there basi  could be in countries not hospitable to the preaching of
cally, radically the property of all of the people, and licens Gospel — it§ also important that indduals who do ke
es are gien to people to use for the common good, and iear a community ofaith be able to be ingeated into that
would say thg are entitled to maka living, not entitled to  faith community so that tigemay be able to be sustained
male a Killing, so that theshould use these responsibly anctheir spiritual pilgrimagee

use them to seevthe common goodilso, the FCC should
be concerned about making sure that the publicanelis
protected.

Barbara Middleton heads
Trinity Apostolate in Detit, Michigan.
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